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Garden Wildlife Health Veterinarian 

	Job level
	Research Associate
	Reports to
	Senior Research Fellow

	Directorate
	Science

	Function
	Contribute to the surveillance of the health of garden wildlife and investigate disease threats

	Contract 
	Fixed term contract
	Location
	Institute of Zoology
ZSL London Zoo, Regent’s Park 




Responsibility for resources

	Direct line reports
	N/A
	Responsibility for other resources
	N/A

	Financial resources
	N/A
	
	



Our vision and mission 
The Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is an international conservation charity, driven by science, working to restore wildlife in the UK and around the world. Our vision is a world where wildlife thrives and every role, every person in every corner of ZSL has one thing in common – we are all conservationists, and passionate about restoring wildlife.

Purpose of the role 
The aim of the Garden Wildlife Health (GWH) project is to carry out health surveillance and to identify and mitigate disease threats to British garden wildlife (www.gardenwildlifehealth.org).
The purpose of this role is to contribute to surveillance of, and research into, the diseases of garden wildlife in Great Britain. The species currently covered in this project are amphibians, garden birds, hedgehogs, and reptiles. The post is 100% FTE and is based at Regent's Park, ZSL London Zoo NW1 4RY. 

Key responsibilities

· To co-manage and co-ordinate the Garden Wildlife Health project with a second veterinarian and in partnership with the British Trust for Ornithology, Froglife and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.
· To obtain reports of sick and dead wildlife (amphibians, garden birds, hedgehogs and reptiles) and to organise the submission of carcases for post-mortem examination.
· To conduct post-mortem examinations, select and arrange follow-up diagnostic tests as necessary and interpret the test results in order to reach a veterinary diagnosis.
· To ensure case findings are reported back to the submitting members of the public in a timely manner.
· To maintain, develop and analyse databases of results and support the curation of frozen and wet tissue archives.
· To collate results for research and finance reports to government and funding bodies and to prepare these reports in a timely manner.
· To produce educational materials on wildlife health and GWH findings for the public e.g. disease factsheets popular science articles, press releases.
· To communicate between partners and collaborators, and support organisation of annual GWH Forum meetings.
· To provide veterinary advice and support on wildlife disease incidents to the public and conservation NGOs, as informed by findings from disease reports and post mortem results.
· To co-manage the GWH social media accounts, producing relevant material to communicate the work of the project and research findings.
· To keep up to date with current literature and research findings (horizon scanning) to inform government and relevant organisations on potential emerging threats. To assist with other relevant tasks as may be required, for example student supervision, teaching of post-mortem examination techniques to undergraduate and post-graduate students, contribution to public outreach events and development of science outputs, such as peer-reviewed publications, scientific posters and conference presentations.
The duties and responsibilities described are not a comprehensive list and additional tasks 
may be assigned from time to time that are in line with the level of the role.

Person Specification

	Experience


	Essential
	· A veterinary degree and membership of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
· Relevant pathological experience 
· An interest in wildlife epidemiology, pathology and British wildlife

	Desirable 
	· A relevant post-graduate qualification
· Relevant clinical experience 
· Experience in project management and team-working
· Experience in outreach, public engagement and science communication
· Experience in molecular diagnostics
· Experience in writing scientific papers and popular science articles
· Experience of digital media communication (website and social media)



	Knowledge and skills


	Essential
	· Proficiency in Microsoft Office applications 
· Good communication skills 
· Familiarity with managing competing priorities 


	Additional requirements


	Essential
	· This position will be office based on site at London Zoo with a considerable time spend in laboratories (pathology room), with occasional opportunities for home working depending on work responsibilities. 
· To comply with and promote Health and Safety policies and procedures
· Strong commitment to creating a culture that lives ZSL values and commitment to safeguarding, equality and diversity (collaborative, inspiring, inclusive, innovative, impactful and ethical)
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